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This report presents the major accomplishments, activities, and partnerships of 

the Asian Association for Public Administration for the year since its last 

conference in 2019 into 2020. It has been a goal of AAPA to serve as a platform 

to promote discussions and debates on contemporary public administration issues 

and concerns of administration Asian region and beyond. AAPA has organized and 

hosted numerous annual international conferences in partnership, and with the 

strong support of universities and colleges in Asia where many of its board 

members are based. AAPA has likewise engendered an avenue to create 

networks and strong collaboration amongst institutions, organizations, and pillars 

of public administration and governance.  

This report covers the activities we participated in since our last conference in 

May 2019. It also includes some individual involvements of the President that 

provided opportunities to present AAPA, discuss its programs and widen the AAPA 

network.  

Taking off from our 2019 AAPA Conference in Manila May 2019 

It has been a fruitful year after we met in Manila last year from 22-24 May 2019 

at Hotel Benilde Maison De La Salle. It was co-convened by the De La Salle-

College of Saint Benilde (DLS-CSB) and Philippine Society for Public 

Administration (PSPA) with the theme “Public Administration and the Future: 

Challenges and Opportunities in Realizing the SDGs and Directions for Reform 

and Capacity Building.” Over 140 delegates and guests from different countries 

namely: South Korea, China, Indonesia, India, the Philippines, Japan, Thailand, 

Nepal, Australia, Vietnam, Kazakhstan, Belgium, and Russia.  The conference 

convened 45 concurrent panel sessions.  Over 100 panel speakers presenting 

their research papers focusing on development policies, digital governance, health 
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governance, environmental governance, decentralization among others 

The Conference featured a High-level pan Asian dialogue on civil service 

reforms from the Civil Service Commissioners of Indonesia, South Korea, and the 

Philippines.  The conference also was also graced with the presence of the Vice 

President of the Republic of the Philippines, the Honorable Ma Leonor “Leni” 

Robredo who discussed the challenges and opportunities in SDGs in the context 

of her key role as development catalyst of the Philippines. 

2020 AAPA Annual Conference 

Due to the progressive development of the pandemic and the posted health 

risk in a mass gathering, the AAPA Board together with this year’s co-host 

university, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, has decided to hold the annual 

conference in an online platform. This decision was made after a series of 

consultations with the main goal of considering the health and safety of our 

members and participants. With this, AAPA embarks on its first – and indeed 

historic - virtual conference this year on September 25, 2020 with all its plenary 

and panel sessions being held in an online platform. There is also an additional 

theme for the conference, “Governance and Public Administration Issues Amidst 

Covid-19 Pandemic,” to adhere to one of the pressing issues worldwide.  

Given the circumstances and the transfer to a virtual conference, this year’s 

conference registration fees were also waived to accommodate more PA scholars 

interested in joining the discussions. 

Participation in International and Local Conferences and Workshops  

We participated in the LEADING Asia Knowledge Co-Creation Workshop 

last July 22-23, 2019 at the Development Academy of the Philippines co-organized 

with the Leading Asia Project of the Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) 

and supported by the Japanese International Cooperation Agency, where we 

served as moderator to one of the sessions. 
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We were involved in the EACC Workshop on Collaborative Governance in 

East Asia on August 21-23, 2019 organized by the Sung KyungKwan University. 

The AAPA Executive Director, Dr. Rosa Minhyo Cho,  

 

 

 



 

4 | P a g e  
Sungkyunkwan University, Seoul, Republic of Korea 
Tel: +82-2-740-1880 
Email: aapa@skku.edu 
Website: http://aapa.asia/ 

 

 

In behalf of AAPA, we were engaged in the Conduct of Regional Directors’ 

Refresher Seminar on Roles and Responsibilities in the Governing Boards of State 

Universities and Colleges last August 28, 2019. 

 

  

 

 

AAPA was also invited to be the Keynote Speaker on the 2019 Association 

of Schools of Public Administration in the Philippines (ASPAP) Conference titled, 

“The Role of Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) in Public Administration: 

Engaging Stakeholders beyond the Convention,” last September 14-15, 2019 at 

the University of the Philippines. 
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AAPA was featured in the Eastern Regional Organization for Public 

Administration 2019 Conference titled, “The Future of Public Administration: 

Rethinking Resilience, Equity, and Sustainability in the Region,” last September 

26-27, 2020 at the University of the Philippines. AAPA’s President and Executive 

Director participated as the keynote speaker and plenary speaker respectively. 
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AAPA was also engaged in a conference partnership with Philippine Society 

for Public Administration in the conduct of their 2019 Annual International 

Conference titled, “Exploring Frontiers in Governance 4.0 and SDGs: 

Developments, Directions and Dysfunctions,” on November 7-9, 2019 at the DAP-

Convention Center Tagaytay and Cavite State University. 
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We keynoted in the IAPA-AGPA 2019 Annual Conference November 11-

12, 2019 at Bali, Indonesia. This conference was also headed by AAPA’s Vice 

President and AGPA President, Dr. Eko Prasojo. 
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Upon invitation of AAPA member Dr. Sida Sonsri of Thailand, we had the 

privilege deliver the keynote lecture in the Department of South East Asian Studies 

of Manipur University, Imphal India on “Good Governance in South East Asia” on 

November 28, 2019. 

 

 

  

 

 

As a follow through the partnership with Bangladesh Public Administration 

Training Center (BPATC), AAPA President, we served Keynote Speaker on the 

7th International Conference on Public Administration and Development titled, 



 

9 | P a g e  
Sungkyunkwan University, Seoul, Republic of Korea 
Tel: +82-2-740-1880 
Email: aapa@skku.edu 
Website: http://aapa.asia/ 

“The Evolving Nature of Governance and Developments and the Need for the 

Realigning the Civil Service,” last February 5-8, 2020 in  Dhaka, Bangladesh. The 

AAPA has entered into an MOU with the BAPTC, 

 

 

 

 

AAPA and UNDESA, UNCEPA and UNPAN  

The AAPA continued its strong involvement with the United Nations (UN). 

With the guidance of AAPA US Chapter Head, Dr. Bok Gyo Jeong, we presented 

a position paper to the United Nations Committee of Experts on Public 

Administration (UN CEPA) last May 16, 2020. These submitted inputs focused on 

the training and awareness raising for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

The position paper highlighted the critical role of capacity building of institutions 

and organization; and the importance of collaboration, partnerships, local 

governments, leadership, and institutions in addressing the concerns and ever 

increasing and dynamic demands of the pandemic. 

AAPA has likewise renewed its Memorandum of Understanding with the 

United Nations Public Administration Network (UNPAN) to continue the strong 
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collaboration with the institution. Last June 1, 2020, AAPA also submitted its 

Quadrennial Report to the UNPAN. 

AAPA’s Participation in Conferences and Webinars  

The AAPA also endeavored to pursue and strengthen networking and 

linkages with various public administration institutions and organizations in a global 

scale. Hence, the AAPA has been actively participating in conferences and forums 

for the whole year. Also, given the proliferation of virtual seminars and 

conferences, AAPA provided its presence and partnership in various webinar 

series and conferences. 

AAPA has also been involved in various partnerships in the conduct of 

international webinars with Asian Group of Public Administration (AGPA), 

Indonesian Association of Public Administration (IAPA), and Philippine Society for 

Public Administration (PSPA). These resulted to three international webinars 

focusing on governance and public administration issues and concerns amidst the 

Covid-19 pandemic; and the good and best practices of inter-local cooperation. 
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These webinars were graced with the presence of resource persons from the 

Philippines, Indonesia, Korea, Japan, Taiwan, Thailand, and Australia. Each 

webinar was attended by more than 300 scholars and practitioners from different 

parts of Asia. 
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Publications  

  Largely with the endorsement and support of AAPA founder and past 

President Dr Akira Nakamura, and upon the invitation of the Local Autonomy 

College of Japan. We contributed the overview article for the EROPA (Eastern 

Regional Organization for Public Administration) Local Government Center. The 

book published in 2020 Comparative Public Administration XIII: Local Governance 

in the Age of Technological Transformation and Global Uncertainty. 

  Through the invitation of AAPA Board member Rosa Minhyo Cho of Sun 

Kyung Kwan Uniersity, we contributed a chapter in the book edited by Sook Jong 

Lee, Rosa Minhyo Cho, Hyung Jun Park and Sun Min Park entitled Collaborative 

Governance in East Asia. Evolution Towards Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships 

(2020). Incoming Board Member Masao Kikuchi also contributed a chapter in the 

book.  

Building International Linkages and Cooperation 

  In line with AAPA’s initiative to further advance the international linkages and 

partnership set forth by the previous president of the Association, the AAPA 

continuously seek for collaboration and contribution to the global community. With this, 

Public Administration (ICAP) and Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre 

(BPATC). Due to the pandemic, the involved parties are still on the process of 

formalizing the partnership. Our network continues to expand, thanks to the hard work 

of our leaders and board members through the years.  

  Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to express gratitude to the Board 

for the privilege of working with the AAPA team. It has indeed been a privilege. 

Gratitude to Dr Pan Suk Kim and Dr Akira Nakamura for their continued support and 

advice. And gratitude and thanks likewise to the AAPA Secretariat headed by Dr. 

Rosa Minhyo Cho and the staff, Jeongho Yoo, Mingil Kim and Ainna Comia for their 

incredible dedication and unselfish support. 
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